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            November 1, 2014 

Dear Friends, 

 

     I can’t begin to tell you how much I have enjoyed being with you the past sixteen months!  This is truly a great community in 

the Diocese of St. Petersburg that I have had the privilege of directing since July 1, 2013.  Last year at this time I was still learning 

the ropes of the Catholic Student Center, and unfortunately did not have the opportunity to report to the community the  

financial status of the center.  We were and still are in good shape, but its always nice for the community to know how every-

thing is going on a regular basis.  This year we are publishing the reports for the past two fiscal years, July 1, 2012—June 30, 

2013 & July 1, 2013—June 30, 2014.  The financial statements are important, but they are only once part of the total picture of 

stewardship at the Catholic Student Center where we share our time, our talents and our treasures with the community as our 

“First Fruits” to God.  

 

     Our two largest sources of revenue are the Diocesan Subsidy and Offertory.  Since we are a ministry of the Diocese of St.  

Petersburg, we receive a subsidy from the diocese in the amount of $5,133.33 per month which comes out to $61,599.96 per 

year.  The difference from 2013 and 2014 is not because the subsidy increased, but simply when a monthly check was deposited.  

The Offertory was just over $168,000 for each year which is great for our small community!  The largest expense category for 

both years is for Salaries & Benefits which is typical for every parish entity. 

 

     Within the Catholic Student Center, we celebrated fifteen Baptisms, two Marriages and six Confirmations in the fiscal year of 

2012—2013.  In the last fiscal year, we celebrated eleven Baptisms, three Marriages, one First Holy Communion and three  

Confirmations.  Our three weekend Masses continue to have a strong attendance and we are seeing fifteen to twenty people 

each day for Daily Mass at 5:15 pm when USF is in session. 

 

     Looking to the future, there are a lot of possibilities but what remains clear is that the people of this community do not want 

to lose the sense of a small community.  The fear is that if we grow as a community, we will lose the small community feel.  

 Yet with the New Evangelization that began with Pope John Paul II and continued with Pope Benedict XVI & Pope Francis, we 

cannot help but welcome all into our community, just as we were once welcomed into this community!  My hope is that all who 

come to the Catholic Student Center at USF, whether or not they are affiliated with the university, will find a warm welcome, a 

friendly smile and a place to call home!  Parishes across the nation come up with all sorts of programs to increase their 

 attendance, but the basics of Christian community will do much more in which we truly strive to be Christ to each other! 

 

     This year we have also been asked to participate in the Forward in Faith Capital Campaign for the Diocese of St. Petersburg.  

Our goal for this campaign is $116,714 in which so far the community has pledged well over half of our goal!  I’m so proud and 

excited that you have responded generously to this campaign!  A great benefit to us is that twenty percent of the amount paid 

into the campaign will be returned to the Catholic Student Center, giving us just over $23,000 if we make our goal.  If we exceed 

our goal, then eighty percent is returned! 

 

     Thank you so much for your generosity, prayerful, participation and welcome into this very special community!  I know that 

for 17 years, Father Alan Weber did a tremendous job in directing the Catholic Student Center, and I am privileged to follow in 

his footsteps! 

          In Christ, 

  

          Fr. Mike Smith, Director & Pastor 

  

 


